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Title of report: Accountable body for NMiTE 

Report by: Cabinet member corporate strategy and budget 

 

Supplementary paper to Cabinet agenda item 8 

1. The proposal for the council to become the accountable body for NMiTE was considered 
by General Scrutiny Committee at its meeting on 13 December. The recommendations of 
the committee and the proposed response to those recommendations are provided below. 

 
2. Recommendation one - Council be recommended to put in place a robust and 

appropriate governance framework to supervise the discharge of its responsibility as the 
accountable body itself, or delegate this role to a Committee/Sub-Committee providing 
sufficient detail on the mechanism by which this role is to be discharged is provided to 
any such body to enable it to fulfil its role.  
 

3. Response - This is a matter for full Council as it could entail a change to the constitution, 
a report will be prepared for the next council meeting. 
 

4. Recommendation two - the wording of paragraph 23 in the report to the Committee 
mirrored at paragraph 23 of the report to Cabinet on 14 December 2017 in relation to risk 
management be reviewed and amended as appropriate. 

 
5. Response - the risk identified is the ability for the Department of Education to require a 

clawback of funds. Such a provision has not currently been included in the revenue grant 
determination letter but provision is contained in relation to the capital grant. The 
circumstances where such clawback can be required will need to be clarified with the 
Department and if there is any provision this will need to be reflected in the drawn down 
agreement with NMiTE to ensure that the council is able to clawback monies paid to 
NMiTE where ineligible funds have been released.  Any risks in relation to clawback of 
the Local Enterprise Partnership funding for the project are mitigated through payment of 
grant being made against defrayed costs only and therefore ineligible expenditure will be 
discounted before any grant is released. The council should only be responsible for 
repayment where there is a failure as accountable body in making appropriate checks. 

 
6. Recommendation three - subject to the above Cabinet be advised that the committee 

supports the proposal that the council acts as accountable body for public funding to 
support establishment of a new university in Hereford, provided assurances are given 
that no costs will be incurred by the council. 
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7. Response -  the chief finance officer will ensure that costs incurred in providing the 
accountable body role are recovered from the grant funding allocated to the project. 
 

 


